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j gjg g- Our Improved Machines were first introduced in May, 1865. 

_ ii 4-v.^ nf a ln-tinr aonVc nf ail o 


There are two classes of inventions. 


those of one being the bold conception of a single mind, while those of the other are the product of a long serie 
belongs to the latter Sass. A few years ago, nothing could have appeared more impossible^an to 


long series of sugges- 
' sew by ma- 




indeed" when considered in the light of the influence it has upon the social well-being of the masses,^ 

andltattle M S as’ to be of but littte practical utility, although it has since been improved and now standee- 

ond to no high price machine in the mark " " /, "' T Tlnr 

cloth in a level or horizontal position ; a i % 
ine feed, or mechanism, which operated continuously t 

* • 11 • .1 4 - 1 . A y -,1 rtkh ' 


In fact, Bachelder made the first Sewing Machine proper, 
u ms pateuu ttt «nd since extended and twice re-issued by Government, now 

next most important improvement is that of Wilson, (of the well-known W heeler & \\ llson 
i of the earlier machines was so improved as to render them applicable to a greater range 


is to work horizontally or suleways, and that the ciotn cornu ue mu muug um. > ^ X+Ad Tt, f- 

Scor<tog to^e'm^dern sfgniflraVon^fthe tomifever^imstructed, auThiTpateut grantS In 1849,' and since extended and twice re-issued by Government, now 
According to tne ” 4-’™onni\mfnrnrl Tim next most imnortant improvement u 


The i 

of t^^^of^win^’ b^te^hfn^y^s pte^iited after the uiv^rtion themselves ^CTe°a nf^Mnif 

upon which all Sewnig Machines are biuU had been laid, and se g y t d y b persons of ordinary mechanical abilities, while the prices at which they 

intricate and costly mechanism, .being altogether too '^“P^ed 0 fr^efite to Iw^rivcd from their use. The next and last of the 

were sold placed them entirely beyond the reach of all those who stood most in need ot mej) enei fj ^ nm dnHnn the first and onlv 

six most important improvements i~ A,T 

cheap machine capable of doing t 1 
five talent of both Europe and At 

S"e?»Se?S As* the "introducHoTi of _our machines, dates a new era in Sewing 1 

.winntflH oi.h.-aIv nriainal and unioue designs in their manufacture, which v 



have adopted entirely original and unique designs in their . . ,, 

c\^hfe beiim mistaken for ours, as well as to prevent other parties from using : our patterns, 

chines are a perfect marvel of simplicity and mechanical S"i ir n,^^ 1 ‘Stetes”''an'd ’ foil? Ticensed undcV the patents of Howe, Bachelder, 

in England^rance and *» whi^h are thus licensed? They make the celebrated 


,t ~ ~ . , \ , -j lincf- oil ftmllv mivno^o^ nnd in fact tTio onlv one wliiidi allows the gfiTmeut to uc thoroughly wrsJicu <\ 

elastic lock stitch, now acknowledged to Jbe thebeSlbr^ i of the stitches can 1c Ichanged while the p^lS 

read, linen or silk, directly from the original spools without rewinding or oiling , they take stitches from one fiftr 

i mvu « „„ gth 5 th<3 y W< 

rpTculiaritTi of their‘mechanism much shorter curves can 
Bind, Embroider Quilt, Tuck, Braid, Gauge, Plait, Ac. J 


;°be se^d with them than it on nearly any other machine. They Hem Fell, Stitch, 

In fact their capacity for work is even greater than that of most ot the lngh pi ice machines, while a 

mini, jiuiuruiuci. vuiio, > nf finv kind can learn to run them in a few minutes, their wonderful simplicity rendering instructions for using 

child or person who never saw a sewmgmachmeofany kind ca , 1 I t u ^ beautifully ornamented and higher finished than any others m the world, 

m'ost eh^ratel^emtelUshed with^gohl scroU work? landscapes, fnd flowers, which, with the silver plate and polished steel work of the machine, produces 

local and travelling male and female Agents, to introduce our Sewing Machines thoroughly throughout the United States, 
an Other parts of the world, to whom we offer ge gostt liberal mdneemen^ Add^. Maine . 


CAUTION ! Don’t fail to Read every word of this carefully. 


Many per- 
States Marshal, 


4.- r»n v a rrorr+a ae wpll ns others to have nothin s whatsoever to do with any cheap Machine not made by us. 

S0?s who 6 haviTsold or Zd cheaptewing MaclJ.cs h’ave done’ ‘so innocently, not knowing their danger until they were arrested by the United Stat 

and their property taken. any latent herein mentioned, is liable to imprisonment and one hundred 

. Any person who either makes^ells or uses ^ ’"f 1C i ee riT wl?o sells, and tie person who uses, are just as liable as the manufacturer. , What are known as 


.ii^^i^flnrforlach’i^chTiie^so made, sold or used. The Agent who sells, and the person who 

cSe^ma3i|es, are ttose which aiesoM ter kss than no -«VXssS. macKteeZno matter whVt kindthey" arVar^fully licensed^ 

Bachelder, Wheeler &WikOT,to0VOT& Baker, binge « ’ hi t , w itii „ arc liable. We make tlie only cheap machines made m tiie United States 
aU the above parties, they mfhnge. and aU ^rsoM har mg ; tt b y whom made or of what kind they are, if sold for less than forty dollars 

which are or can be Hilly ll “« s ®l as Sf ^r A« n te, and also of families buying machines to use, every genuine licensed cheap machine hereafter made 
willl'ive aromfd'Slver plated pateS pWelntt, exacdfsich as is shown at Fig. f/in The engraving on this circular, 

” licb V 6 ci i 3 M A«v«Aa r\P fall fL O A+VlAT* 1 

Oil t 


ill have a round silver piatea pamniflnuc ^‘SXS,7othOT wiii hereinbefore mentioned as licensors ; and also tbe dates of the ten patents by which our 
.1 the plate as manufacturers, and partly r cast in the iron work of each machine. As a still further protection, every 

machines arc covered. The words Shaw & U,n k, Biduuoia, , person to whom tliemachine is sold, is kept by our hook- 

machine we make is numbered, and a r^rd <rf ^ nn^, the ot ^^ana tne na i t witJl the Ilumber which is on the machine it guaran 


ig. 4, in our circular 
delivered. 


guaran- 
and our 


machine we make te furnish an en^^^ guarantee signed by Shaw & Clark, and filled out with the number whicl 

keepers, and with of the silver-plated patent plate on the machine, like that shown in Fi 

Ag^fe^alway^deliver the pn^m^^t^^ro^r ^^antee^whteh^es^^th_ the^m^liine^at^ttie_same^timc^ ^.^^^n^Vno^hifriiigement of pur rights, hut this 
Many have been told and really f S W&hSSjrS al C wS'ci.ine?m,^ 


is not so. A 


dozen natents niay be obtained for little trifling things about a Sewing Machine, and still itx^y b 
haltTdozenother indispensable patents which existed before. If you will examine thejac 
rmi from 1 K4() to 1864. and it is these old patents which cover all Sewing Machines. Llie 


simile of our patent plate (Fig. 4,) you will. see that 


lie ten patents mentioned on the plate are owned by us and by tlie large Sew- 
one or more of them, no matter what kind it is ) and unless a cheap 


M dewing' Maciiines. The 1846, 1849, 1850, and 1851 intents, have all been cx- 

f Tiv Government and they as well as tlie others, are now all injull /tree. T1 

tog Machine Companies and are such ^ tST^cutt^, arrest and imprisonment, 

machine is fully licensed under ALL J2 ® point Sust be licensed under tlie Howe patent of 1846 ; if the cloth is supported m the machine m a 
If a machine uses a needle with gx^T^SA^'A^TfiME^he machine^inust be licensed under ’the Bachelder patent of 1849 ; if the cloth is 

horizontal position, and is moved or fe “ rttrfaof feed no matter whether it operates on the upper or under side of tlie cloth, the ma- 

FED or moved along through Ahe ^actoe by iftbe machine uses a double looping apparatus, then it must be licensed under the Grover & 

chine must bo licensed under the Wilson (of N York) latent ou isoo nm £ nsi()n on the threads, it must be licensed under the Singer patents ; if it is a cheap 
Baker patent of 1851 ; rf the machine uses a ten sionon t e ^ i ’ 1 1 f . patents without which no cheap machine can ever be made that will sew a single 

; machine, that is, lesi than $40.0°, it have all been sustained bv the United States Court, the highest tribunal in tlie land, and in- 

stiteh All the above patents are not only m lull loice, put uiey iwve dn ueui ininnntuinQ i« nnt onlv loss of nroDertv. b 

junctions issued against all found infringing them. 



1850 patents, to say nothing of the others, and consequently ^ 

Im^a Silver Clark OBidd^or^Midne, 1 ” casern the th^ machine, 0 an^Laccompato signed by Shaw & 

Ctork) it is a^tofringement, and c^ap^hgiSthl^ ^a^Vur names ^pla^ 

ecute all such to the extent of the tow. But all cheap ^machines wnmn na safetyt guarantee of any kind which any other party or person 

on them, and are accompanied either sells or usS a cheap Sewing Machine of any kind which is not made by us. 

whatsoever can possibly give, will hereafter ^P^ent the ' our ageilts and others are requested to keep us informed ot all the cheap Sewing 

SPECIAL NOTICE 

Biddeford, Me. 


^^^^ep^^iy who’soMlt^an^’th’at^of^eman^foct^^si^ 


Entered according te ActTf Congre g ,, in the year 1864, by Shaw & Clark, in the Clerk’s Office of the District Court of Maine. 


Fig. 4. 

[Fac Simile of Silver-plated Patent Plate. 


$ 300 , 000 . 






Testimonials in favor of Shaw & Clark’s Family Sewing Machine. 


g®“Since the following certificates were given we have increased the 
size and adopted improvements in our machines which have more than doubled their 
value to the user. Our new styles of improved machines came out May 1st, 1865..,$^ 


. Mayor’s Office, Biddeford, Maine, Oct. 10, 1864. $ D rruMABn « f A .. „ 

Th |s may certify, that Messrs. Shaw & Clark are well known and re- ] Messrs. Shaw & Clark: Gents : I have one of 
sponsible citizens of this city, where ihey have resided and done business for j and it has proved the greatest’blessina I ever had in mv fmdh'^'r 1 d f C1,nes 
twelve vea™ n»«. They have recently completed an extensive Factory for \ more needles of different sizes for the” fifty cents enclosed. Send hv m"dl and 

Mrs. J. G. DENSMOKE. 


twelve years past, 

manufacturing their new Family Sewing Machines, and I do not hesitate to / direct to 
say that they will send their machines to all from whom they receive pay for 
rhesa ™- JOHN Q. ADAMS, Mayor of Biddeford. \ 

(1865. Mr. Shaw, of tTuTfirm of Shaw & Clark, is the present Mayor.] \ 


n f ~ Crossingville Pa., Feb. 10, 1865. 

S 3 fiT,i ,”f - V ,t C I' ARI ; : 1 ha IS sample machine tmtil l am 

City Clerk’s Office, Biddeford, Me., Oct. 8th, 1864. ™ ; se \ v,n ", mac,,ine in existence. It did not 

I hereby certify that Messrs. Shaw & Clark of this city are large man- j „ llf S* !,° ( ° an ?° St a, L klnf}s of S(nv ing on it. I 


ufacturers of Family Sewing Machines, and have recently erected and put in , thn t0 °^ *1™ ers * P artner and myself sent 

operation a new Factory, which is one of the most extensive and complete ) | t . j 1 ,ns • 3 expiess, but we did not. think to state that we 

establishments of its kind in the country. They are perfectly responsible for \ fi rsf () | next jyj av , |n ^ ^ hundred machines by the 


bines, and all persons can de- $ Mirrh^ 3 ^ T tml ' n ^ OM1 ^ ot f° be delivered about the mid- 

pend upon having their orders filled. I have one of their machines in my own > , v .. nf in * , pe 1 ie ™ ", )e no de,a y ,n fi,,I »g our orders as we both 

* *■ •- • __J __ l want to keep at work. Truly yours, A. K. GREENLEE. 


family, ami 1 consider it entirely superior in style, finish, and certainty of op- 
eration, to any I have ever seen sold for less than fifty dollars each. 

F. D. EDGERLY, City Clerk. 


m c _ Biddeford, Me., Oct. 1, 1864. 

Messrs. Sh a w & Clark ; Gents : In answer to your inquiries respecting 




Colchester, Conn., Aug. 27th, 1S64. 
Messrs. Shaw & Clark, Biddeford, Me. Gentlemen: 1 hav 



Post Office, Biddefov 
Shaw & Clark, Sewing Machine manufacture 
*ily do a larger postal business than any single 

States. This city contains ten thousand inhabitants, and the nom- j der like other machines, and will work 
}er of letters sent to and received from their agents amounts to nearly o 1 1 ' 

lalf of the whole business of the office. Notwithstanding the extent 
.heir business, it is with pleasure that I testify to the uniform care 

arity and promptness of the above gentlemen, as well as their numerous J tn,1 y Va,uah,e invention, I remain Truly yours, 

ilerks and book-keepers, in all their dealings with their agents through j V. A. SMALL, Paymaster af Laconia Cotton Manuf’a Co 

ins office. 1 have never known an instance of the final loss of money i s 

tent them for machines. C. F. COWAN, Postmaster. ; r . , 

S ,. , Perth, Canada West, July 11th, 1864. 

Gents -—The Machines ordered of you have arrived all in good order and 
j condition, and all work well. I enclose a draft for a dozen more of each kind 

’ the 

1 continue 
,uantify of 

have injured my sales somewhat; but yours are much liked, and the more the j agents there I once !”' v ’? r iJ ian y°. u d ° your 

people see of them the better my business grows, 
agents into the field to assist me, and hope you w 
orders. I have broken a looper stand of one of 

the last lot, and want you to send me a new one. i am welt satistied that y__ 
have the only cheap machines worthy of the attention of purchasers who want 
a good cheap Family Sewing Machine. 

Very truly yours, HENRY MILLER, 

[1865. Mr. Miller now buys $1000 worth of machines at a time.] 

Columbus, Ohio, Sept. 19th, 1864. 

Messrs. Sh a w & Cl ark; Gents : On my way here from Western Pennsyl- 
vania to-day, I accidentally came across one of your Family Sewing Machines, 
which I will candidly say far surpasses anything of the kind I ever saw. To 
be brief, I will state that I have been selling a cheap machine, and that I have 
been stopped, and my customers who used them have been prosecuted for in- 
fringing and put to heavy costs. I see that yours is the only cheap machine 
which is licensed under the patents of Wheeler & Wilson, Grover & Baker, ; 
and others, and I therefore wish to secure an agency for it. Please write me ; 

*t once, and direct to Pittsburgh, Pa., stating whether you have an agent in | 

Western Pennsylvania or not, and give me your best terms to agents. I am 



orders, and I shall do better still as I go West where it is more thick if settled. 
$ Be sure and put m everything that goes with the machines, and write me as 
soon as you get tins and direct to Belleville C. W. I shall be there in a day 
ro ns lam oriy stopping here temporarily. I hope there will be no delay 


been 

One day I got nine 


or tw 

in sending the machines 


P. S. 


Respectfully Yours, 

JACQUES MESNARD. 

,)i.i f Cnd 3 "°°! 1 '?* ° f S irC "' a rf, ; als0 an cxtra OH Can, as one sent in 
.he lasUot was very leaky. Yon will see that .he draft is payable in gold, 
which I believe wdl bring it right when t lie premium is added If it is not I 
will make it right in my next order, which will be soon. * 


satisfied that I can sell thousands of your machines if I can have the agency 
for some towns I know of. If you have any other kind of licensed machine, 
lend me a cu t of it. _IjkmuLimtliing to do with, any machine not fully licensed 
by all the large machines, as 1 have been put lo expense and trouble enough 
with selling cheap machines which infringe. 

Truly yours, WM. F. STARKWEATHER. 


^ ■ T , a , . r Highland, Ind., Sept. 24th, 1864. 

Gents: Last Saturday after writing you I heard from the machines, and got 
them the same day; so you will excuse me for what I said in that letter as I 
thought I was humbugged out of my money. The Express left them at the 
vvrong station, where they have lauT aTortnight, and it was only by accident 
that I happened to hear where they were. As soon as I got them I started 
out, and have taken from to twelve orders a day ever since. I «r 0 home 
to-morrow and as soon as T get there shall send you a draft for machines 
enough to fill all my orders. I find that it makes a great difference about get- 
ting orders when people come to see that your machines are fully licensed bv 
, rAT p ATTa ivt it a, * ion the big machines; as a good many to whom I sold the machine for which I 

Great Falls, N. II., Aug. 5, 1864. used to be agent were sued and put to a good deal of cost and thrpatPnPTl 

Messrs. Shaw & Clark; Gents: The Sewing Machine of your make imprisonment, which frightened a great many. I ou^htto have at Ipnst ’ 

which I have had in use in my family the past year I consider indispensable, J dozen machines here now ready to deliver. I hope there will be no 1 1 ** 
tnd I would not ^dispose of it at any price could I not obtain another; but I j that is why I write beforehand, so that you may expect my order any moment 

Q Sol f - >r Hemmer, or sITme- 

order a lot with the 

_ „ j •itc.v.uuico w lieu j. bciiu iui til ran. x ours, JOHN P BARI OW 

sometimes, and thought that perhaps your largest size might answer better on £ ‘ * 

overcoats and such work as that, than the small one. Please write me and j Chicago III S 27 

#ive me full particulars, and also your terms to Agents who get orders for you. Gents: I have received the sample machines all right. Please inform ml 
Also state how much you would charge to exchange one of your large ones for l return of mail your very lowest cash figures for one thousand of vour mi V ^ 
mine. I cannot afford to pay much, as the one I have answers well for all j (five hundred of each kind) delivered in this citv as soon i* ^ „ nes 

family sewing. Yours truly, J. S. HAYES, Hardware Dealer. \ you an agent in California! Yours truly, * JL F BRINTNALl!^ 
We have thousands of letters from our Agents and others speaking in the highest terms of our Machine, but the above show in what estimitmn 
, -x. JJ ““ SHAW & CLARK, Biddeford, Maine. 


md I would not dispose of it at any price could I not obtain another; but I that is why I write beforehand, so that you mav expect my 

have recently understood that von have built you a new Factory and are mak- j for a large lot. Nearly everybody wants a Self Sevver or ] 

ifig a larger size Machine, and I wish to inquire how much larger your new / thing else, so that I shall do well on them, and I shall or< 

machine is than the one I have, as I want to use one on very heavy work J machines when I send for them. Yours, JOHr\ 


held wherever it is in use. Address all communications to 


Entered according to Act of Congress, in the year 1864, by Shaw & Clark, in the Clerk’s Office of the District Court of Maine. 


